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Unit 2A: Matter Vocabulary 

1. 1. Matter: That which has mass and occupies space 

2. 2. State (phases) of 
matter: 

Solid, Liquid, Gas 

3.  2. Solid: A sample of matter where particles are compacted tightly in a neat, geometric pattern 
and vibrate in place. 

3. Liquid: A state of matter with definite volume and indefinite shape. Takes the shape of its’ 
container.  

4. Gas: A state of matter with indefinite shape and indefinite volume. Takes the shape and 
volume of its’ container. 

4. 3. Intensive physical 
property: 

A property that describes the physical appearance and composition of a 
substance and is independent of the samples size. Ex: density, solubility, 
melting point, boiling point, conductivity, color, texture 

5. 4. Extensive physical 
property:  

A property that describes the physical appearance of a substance and is based 
on the sample size. Ex: mass, volume, shape 

5. Physical change: A change in the form of a substance, but not in its chemical nature. Chemical bonds 
are not broken in a physical change. 

6. Chemical change: The change of a substances composition through the breaking of old bonds and 
formation of new bonds. A chemical reaction. 

7. Chemical property: The ability of a substance to change into a different substance. A property relating 
directly to a chemical change. 

8. Pure substance: A substance with constant, uniform composition. 

9. Atom: The fundamental unit of matter. 

10. Element: A substance consisting of one type of atom that cannot be decomposed chemically 
into a simpler substance. 
 

11. Compound: A substance with uniform composition containing more than one type of atom 
chemically bonded that can be decomposed chemically. 

12. Mixture: A material of multiple substances, physically combined. 

13. Heterogeneous 
mixture: 

A mixture with nonuniform appearance due to uneven particle distribution. 

14. Homogeneous 
mixture: 

A mixure with even particle distribution and uniform appearance. A solution. 

 


